
Sylvia Rivera Book Club reads: Michael Tabor’s Capitalism Plus Dope Equals Genocide 

Michael “Cetewayo” Tabor was born in Harlem in 1946. Like many young men of 

his time and place, Michael developed a dependency on heroin. Once an addict, before 

the tender age of twenty, Tabor discovered the Black Panthers and turned away from a 

life of drug use and abuse.  

One of the community programs that the Black Panther Party implemented was a 

drug/alcohol abuse and awareness program. The concept centered on Black 

self-determination, Black people getting themselves organized together so that they 

could survive outside the municipal, state or federal systems, which were already 

under-servicing the Black community. These programs were peer-lead and organized as 

well as free to the public.  

The epidemic of drug and alcohol abuse within marginalized communities is still 

prevalent. According to the National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, 

almost 15% of the US population abuses alcohol. The LGBT community is 3 times more 

likely to abuse alcohol: it occurs in up to 45% of the community. Researches have found 

similar trends within drug use. According to the Pride Institute: “when compared with 

the mainstream (heterosexual) population, LGBT people are more likely to use drugs, 

have higher rates of substance abuse, and are more likely to continue drug abuse into 

later life.” 

“Trapped in a vicious cycle of ignorance, poverty, disease, sickness and death, 

and there seems no way out. There seems to be no way of escape. And because there 

seems to be no hope, no way out, no means of escape, we turn to wine, we turn to 

whiskey, heroin, morphine, cocaine, opium, poison, nothing but poison.” –Malcolm X 

Questions to think about during the reading: 

1. In what ways did this text predict the evolution of drug and alcohol abuse in 

Black communities and the government’s/public’s reaction to it?  

2. Tabor explains that we often take part in unhealthy coping mechanisms to 

avoid facing the reality of our circumstances. What are some forms of escapism 

or self destruction that individuals may take part in that must be combated?  

3. When talking about conventional rehab programs, Tabor says: “These 

programs were never intended to cure Black addicts. They can't even cure the 

white addicts they were designed for.” Why do you think the Black Panther Party 

was more successful than these rehab programs? In what ways can we further aid 

recovering addicts?  

 

 



Questions to think about after reading:  

1. What similarities do you see between the drug/alcohol use in Black communities 

and the drug/alcohol abuse in queer communities? In your opinion, why do these 

similarities exist?  

2. What structures already exist or can be created by communities of color and/or 

LGBTQ+ communities to take the place of the criminal justice system?  

3. How can we further unify communities of color and the LGBTQ+ community in 

order to provide mutual aid, protect ourselves and each other, and keep each 

other accountable?  


